A Spectacle for Vſurers 
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Sucuys of poore folkes blond. 


VWhereby they may fee, Gods tuft dillke 
andreuerge, upon their vnchuritable and V acinill oppreſiion, 
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5 at London for Iohn Wright, and are to be ſold at his 
ſbop neere Chrifts-Churc gate. 1606. 
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might tultly make to bluſh 25 Uſurers, 
2 


1. 
A tue treatiſe, declaring how mira- 
eulouſly an Vſurer was deuoured by Rats, at Charret 


neere tothe citty of Aix in Prouerce, withinthe King- 
dome of France, on the ſecond day of Auguſt. i 606. 


According to the Trench Copie, printed at 
Lions, by Leger Bonhomme. | 


. what a woꝛld is this, when we 
n mult haue amongeſt vs, who are 
&/©\/0 baptiſedinthe name of Chnd Je- 
Alus, and doe carry the names of 
Christians, men lo voyde of all 
YA cyarity, and ſo without all huma⸗ 
nity towards their neighbours, that they are not 
aſbamed by all ſozts of greedp couetouſneſſe and 
ertortions , as by vnreaſonable enhaunſing the 


pꝛice of victualls, and all other crueil and vakind 


— oppꝛeſſe = * their pooze 
hutian bꝛethꝛen „ without any re⸗ 
mozle oz pitty to the fatherieſle childzen, oꝛ diſtreſ⸗ 
ſed widowes, as J map ſay, that we ſeeme rather 
to liue among Je wes, than Chꝛiſtians? Nea, it 
may be auouched that the Curkes andDaracing, 
IJ had almoſt ſaid, the very ſauage and bzutiſh J- 
mericanes, would be aſhamedto plot and pzac= 
tile ſuch hoꝛrible and accurſed meanes, foz the 
ſpoyling and pining ofpooze Chꝛiſtians, as is dai⸗ 
p p2actiſed among vs - who mate pꝛokeſſion to 
haue beenetrapned in Chꝛiſt his ſchoole . Which 


and 


and vnlattable greedp minded men, who care fog 
nothing butt themſeiues: although it be 
with the ruine and vtter vndoing of infinite pooze 
people,whs they ſtiffer, pea cauſe to pertſh. enhoſe 
cries vndoubtedlydo aſcend vnto theeares of the 
Lozd, and he beinga iuſt Judge, willbe auenged 
thereon. And though he not viſtblyin this 
like alwayes the vn mercikulneſſe of wicked wozld- 
lings: pet hathye ſundzy times (þewed fearefull 
tokens of his diſpleaſure againſt ſach dealings: A⸗ 
— which, marke this no: able example fol- 
owing. 

pon the ſecond day of Jugult laſt paſt, in che 
peare of Grace r606,at Charret, a little towne nere 
tothe Ciftyof Au in Prouence, within the King- 
dome of France, there dwelt a rich Uifurer, named 
George Rolet, of theage ol about ip peares. Hee 
had thꝛee Graniers full ol Coꝛne, and two cellars 
full ot wine and much cattell of his owne, feeding 
on both ũdes ot Aix: beſtdes great ſtoze of money 
that was owing him. And he neuer lent ans mo» 
nep. 02 money woꝛth, to auy, without lufficient 
pawnes.92eiſe to menthat were wealthy. Ind he 
ko dealt by lending as euery fir monethe he would 
commonly double his pꝛincipall: ſo vngracionfly 
had he hardened his heart by wickedvſuryes and 
extoxtions to inrich himlelfe. 

Dis wife was dead, hauing left him no childs 
nepther had he any body, foz whom he might thus 
miſetably ſcrape theſe goods together, but one 
Neece: foz toinrich whom and to fulfil his owne 
duſatiabie couetouſnelſſe , hee omitted no _ 
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andobFominable pzactiſes of vſury buaſſaled, ue 
uer regarding how wzetchedly his ſoule were 
left quite abandoned of — alptety, wher- 
by it became a bondflaue to the Deuilj, who as 
| — — oꝛexecuttonex ol Gods iuſt wzath a⸗ 
inſt the wicked, pay thoſe their hire in the ende, 
that are ruled by him. a 
Now it ſo tel out, that t 
not ſold any of his cozne oz wine that reare ſtay. 
ing vntill a time ſhould come when he might ſell 
it deerer. but when he ſaw the peare ſofarce paſt, 
as hecouldhope foz no greater pꝛice, he thought 
it veſt to let open his Granters, and to ſellhis 
cozne: which he did vpon a Warket day. And 


 foxthwith came haſting thether , manxre people 


nd:yſeres a ages foꝛ tobuy Come. AmongE 
others came a pooze we man a wBidow, from a 


 Billage called Montalien, heeing alittle league 


diſtant from thence '. Che wemans name was 
Claudia Balme: who meaning to bup cozne, aſked 
him, how hee-fold a buſtell ? He anſwered, nue 
ſhillings.ndhat{ſaydſhe)fluethillings? Now that 
God beſtoweth ſuch plenty on vs. poumight wel 
affoard it foz thꝛee billings. J hadrather(ſaydhe) 
be cafen vp with Rats, then J would let it go fog 
leſſe then ſtue. | 

Therewithall, at ch? ſame inſtant, comes ano- 
therpooze woman. from another Millage not far 
off.calledGerrein, to whomthis wſurerhad lent 
foure crownes⸗ worth of coꝛ ce, vppon condition, 


that the mul pap him a third partmoꝛe then the 
pute of the Market, an belides.topayiy — 
A3 oneth 
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his weetchedwiſurer had 


o 


4. | 
moneth vlury fox euery crowne2 koz allurance 
whereof. he had recepyed ofthe ſayd woman, na⸗ 
med Margaret Paſchall, ſeuen rings in pawne.This 
fozeſaid day came the ſaid Margaret Paſchall, and 
ſayd vnto bim, Mapſter George Rolet, J haue 
bzought you the money which J owe you, and J 
p2ap pou giue mee myrings againe, Ye anſwered 
her, pes vou ſball. Then he telling bim out 
firſt the pꝛin and then the intereſt , de 
deth agayne ber rings. The Uſurer taketh her 
money and locketh it vp. c opering a cupboꝛd ta 
keth out a folded paper, and deliuereth it vnto her, 
ſaying : Lo Goſſip, there be your goodes . She o⸗ 
pen ing the paper, nds one of her rings wanting, 
whereat being much grieyed , ſheſayd bnto him. 
J baue papd pou your fullaſking. and yet Y mille 
here one of my rings: J you deale not ſo 
hardly with mer, as to keepe it. but let me haut it 
9 He denyed. that he had any mo of her 
n the lire. Che woman, wiſe auon- 
ched. that ſheehad deltuered to him ſeuen, defcri- 
bing vnto him what manner ol one it was, fay- 
ee, e e 
ginen her. enyed u. 

pooꝛe woman fell on weeping, and (fill affermed, 
that he had her ſayd ring. Yee after many other 
oathes and pꝛoteſtations. did in the ende (actoꝛ⸗ 
ding to his vſuall manner of ſ wearing. oꝛ rather 
of curling himſelte) beſeech God, ko2 to luffer the 
— — eate — — vp, it euet he —— 
reteiued any ſuch ring. pooze woman felon 
berknees,ſaping:Jpzap and 6 


3 | 
God Almighty,that it map ſo come fo paſſe , and 
that he ſhew ſome wonderfull toften bpon you o2 


mee, to make manifeſt whether of vs doo ſweare 


falſly : and J verily truſt, that God who is moſt 
iuſt, will declare mfraculouſly.which ol vs holdeth 
the trueth, ond which the contrary. 

She had ſcarce made an ende of her .but 
immediatly there came (a wonderfull to teh 
an innumerable ſoꝛt of Rats. which ſet vpon this 
wiſturer.fome on one part ofhim,ſome on another. 


And albert hisſeruantsſought by all meanes to 
dztue them away, they ladoured in vane: foz the 


moze they hunted them away, the mo in multi⸗ 
tudes came liffl,moze and moxe him. 


Dis friends and kinffolke cauſed him to bee 


ſtripped,and\ſo to bee w2apped in a cleane cloth, 
and tobe carried away into another lodging. But 
he was no ſooner bꝛought thether , but theſe ver⸗ 


min Ratscas tuſt erecutozs of Gods will came 


running thether in flockes,and gnawed his body, 
who had miſerably ſucked, gnawed and deucured 
the goods of very many pooze people. Ind apply 


what remedies thoſe that were abont him could 


doebpany meanes, pet could they not tap theſe 
Rats, but that in twenty a foure houresthep bad 
depꝛiued him of his life. So he died the ſecond of 
Augul, in the peare of our Lo2d : 6 06.about foure 
of the clocke in the afternoone. His friends and 
kinffolke thought to make ſome funerall oz bu- 
riall ot the remainder of his body, which theſe ke- 
tie creatures hadleft : whereof they were decep⸗ 
ned, fozbefoze midnight, they had ſcarſe left * 


. 

the leaſt ſbew ol a body, but had carried all away: 

to as no man can fell what became thereof. 
Thus may wee learne by this wicked mang 
miſerable ende, that wee are not created foz our 
ſelues alone, but to be helpers andcomfozters one 
to another: and that w2 ought not by vſury , op⸗ 
ſton, and ſnch vniuſt meaues, to catch a wap. 
om others vncharitably and vnconſctonably, 
that which is not our own? . And much lelle, chat 
we ſhould in any wiſe ſweare by his name raſbly 

and kalſelp, who is a iuſt iudge and almighty. 
Heyther to curſe our ſelues but rather 
to pꝛay foz Gods daply bleſſing.God 
fot his _— ſake amend. 
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A Treatiſe moſt true, of a curſed 
young youth of Reilly in Sauoy, who miſerably and 
mamefully ſtrangled and hanged his one mother. 


With his puniſhment jor the ſame, on Satterday the 19. of 
Anguſl.1606. 


According to the Frerch Copie printed at 
T holouſe by Peter Chantene fut. 


2 0 murther, committed by that fir 
1 » WF] murtherer Cam on the perſon of 
— 
IJ 
2 IF"; 


— —=—=J]Otwithſtanding that the cruell 
D Nl 


his bꝛother, be left vnto all poſte- 
rityes mentioned , as 8 hapnous 
wicke dneſſe much diſpleaſing to 
minable befoze men: pet haue there 
beene ſome found ſo inhumane aud crueil, as thep 
he ue imitated, it not ſurpaſſed him in ſuch villa⸗ 
up. Foꝛ what (ball we ſapof Nero, who moſt vn- 
naturally cauſed his owne mother 60 bee flatne, 
andher wombe to be ripped vp, that he might lee 
the place where he lap during the time that his 
mother bare him: And not muchleſſe deteſtably 
perfonned, will this treat ile ſhe we a parricide. 

At k emilly, a little towne of dauoy, there dwelt 
a woman named Gaſparde 3rifin, widow to one 
Anthony Moillon deteaſſed, and ſhe had a ſonne cal- 
led George Moillon, now come tothe age of neere 
twenty peares. Der deceaſſed huſband, knowing 
her tobe a thzifty howſwife,had by will certayne 
peeres befoze, left her * and goucrneſle — | 

a 


8. 
all his goods, without peelding account thereof 
td any. befoze her lonne were come to the age of 
twenty yeares: and then, iſhe and he did not like 
to dwell together any longer. he to haue her part 
ol the land, with halle ofthe goods. and a thouland 
Floꝛins ouerplus. 

The ſonne now ſeeing himſelfe almoſt twenty 
peeres old. ſiept ruſſianline g diſozdered company, 
which is too tõmon a thingnow a dapes . He then 
muſt haunt tauerns, plap, dance, and rpot luſtilp. 
The mother, on the other (de ſought to bꝛidle 
this poung colt, and would not let him haue too 
much monep, foꝛ feare hee would ſpoile himſelfe, 
with voluptuouſnes. 5 

He (till was vrged by thoſe that kept him com⸗ 
pany.to fozce his mother to feede him with money, 
oz elſe to ſel her parne. linnen cloth, plate oꝛ what⸗ 
ſoeuer elle he could catch, a to make money therof. 
He, as pliable as waxe to tafie any impꝛeſſion, fol- 
lo wing their counſaple, was daylyar his mother 
koꝛ money. She. (though hardly) would now and 
then giue him a little: which not ſo ſoone receiued, 
but it was pꝛeſentip ſpent. He then commeth foz 
moꝛe, which not obtapning. he falls tothzeatning 
and to offer fo wle ſpeeches vnto her. 

At hitſontide laſt, the wahe being at that place 
then when many pouthes ſhould aſſemble, this 
pong man, among all other, would bee ſtoꝛed with 
money a ſpend pꝛodigallp among his cdpanions, 
tooke (lire of the beſt wether ſhrepe that were in 
his mothers paſture, and ſold them to the butcher. 
Then during the merriment,who but hee at dan 
eng bankettivg and play: fo as the laſt _ | 

ee 


9. 
th:teholidaſesbe had not apenny left him offire 
crownes that he had recetued, and of whatſoener 
elſe he could ſleale fromhis mother. The ſame day 
commeth che ſheph:ard, and his miſtris, enqui⸗ 
ring of her ſbeepe, and the number ol her wethers, 
vnderſtood how her ſonne had ſold fire of them, 
comming in an cuening where they were Shee 
aſked her ſonne, what he had done with the money 
that he bad receiued fox the wethers. He anſwe- 
ted, that he had what to doo tyer with. a that he 
would ſell many mo of them, gung her fundzy 
bad woꝛds. She takes vp a cudgell to ſtrine him. 
But he, being wickedly bent, ran to her, and did 
wing it out off her hands. Here vyon , chee being 
very angry, goeth out into the ſtreete to his com- 
panions that bꝛought him to diſozder, willing tbe 
not to maintaine her ſonne any moe in his lewd- 
nes, noꝛ to cal him out io go with thẽ hencetoꝛth. 
#tocauſe him ſo fondly to ſpend his money. Her 
fon very angtep to lee that his mother had vtter2d 
his faults in the open ſtreet, andthat befoze pong 
maldes. who mocked him there with. hatcheth 
within his mind a miſcheeuous fmaginatis, s be⸗ 
ing tempted by the Deuill who watcheth how he 
map allure vs toyeeld vnto that which map wozke 
dur endles wo. ſo poſſeſled this pong mans mind, 
that he purpoſedene night to nil his own mother. 
ved to lie in a bed by huntelfe in his mothers 
mber · This pooze mother being in bed. ſighed 
much fo: griet at her ſons ill hufbandꝛy cariage. 
He then watcheth a attendeth his time vntil hee 
wat a ſleep:a in the end pertetuing her faſt aſleep, 
takes a coꝛd, which "—_ p2epar:d ofpurpole, 
2 and 


10. 
and hauing made a nooſe, hee comming neere his 
mothers bed, had at ürſt ſome remozle of conſct- 
ence, as he was about to put the coꝛd about her 
neck: but remembꝛing how the day befo2e ſhe had 
ſhamed him openly, and thatvefoze young wen- 
ches, whom he eſteemed moze then his mother, 
this accurſed ſonne, poſſeſſed with the Deuil. puts 
the coꝛd about her necke and ſtrangleth her. Ind 
n he ſaw that che had no longer any bzeath 
left in her, he hoyſeth her neck bp by the coꝛd, ma⸗ 
king it faft to the vpper part o? (he bedſteed and fo 


left her hanging . Then hee takes her kepes. 


which were vnderthe boiler of her bed , g opens 
allhercheſts , finding there about two hundzed 
crownes, with rings, boꝛders and other tewels: 
truſſeth vp altoge ther, and alſoone as the Cocke 
had crowed, he commaunded to haue a hoꝛſe ſad⸗ 
led.ryſeth , putteth on his clothes, his boots and 
ſpurres, and hauing ſhut faſt the chamber doe, 
where his mother was, goes to hozſebacke , and 
told the man leruant that he had appointed with 
his mother to go to Chambery. 1 
This new Greſtes, oꝛ killer oł his mother, being 
on his way euerp ſtep that he ſet foꝛ ward, ſeemeth 
to behold burning firebzands befoze him : ſeare 
followedhim at the heeles, anda guilty conſcience 
of that he had done affrighted him: the leaſt noyte 
that he heard, was euer and anon as analarum 


vnto him, ſo as be knew not which wayes to 


turne hun. ; 
In the meane time, when the mozning was 


well vp, his mothers maydes,wondzing that cheir 
miſtreg 
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il. 
mikreſle roſe not, knocked at her chamber dooze, 
talling her, but in vame,fozno body anſwered . At. 
length they call in the neighbours, and bzca! e o- 
pen the dooꝛe and ſinde the woman t:;ere han⸗ 
ging. they fetch the Caſtle keeperof the place, and 
ſtraighe wap it is ſuſpected to bee her ſonnes do⸗ 
ing. Then he was tent alter in haſt, and beein g 
knovwne all the wap he went, was taken at Mar- 
ches, and ſo carricd (aſe to Chambery, where hee 

frecly conic{:d this wicked and hoꝛrible fact, and 
was there condemned by the Sena, to bee pin⸗ 
ed his fich off onder the paps. in ihzee plates of 
the (owne with pincers red hot, and after ward to 
be burned to death in the market called Vernay. 
And ſo was he executed on Satterdap the nine 
| teenth of Auguſt 1606. At his execution he willed 
| all youth to*2freexaimple by him, and to be obe⸗ 
| dient to their f1thers and mothers, and to bes 

ware of haun ing lewd company. hen the fire 

was burn ing about him, he crxed vnto God foz 

mercy vntill the laſt gaſpe. 

This map ſerue an example both foꝛ parents, 

to be careful how they bꝛing vp their childzen in 
the ſeare of God, and in good nurture betime g, 
while they are vnder their gouernement : and fox 
youth, tot ake heed that they eſchew riotous and 

lewd company, leaſt thereby the Deuill pꝛo⸗ 
cure them to the like deſperate and 
damnable attempts. Ind ſo 
God guide vs in the 
right wap. 


FINIS. 


